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On July 6, at a press conference organized by the Honduran Ecological Association (AEH),
representatives of 100 plantation workers said they planned to initiate a civil suit in US courts
against Standard Fruit's parent company, Castle & Cooke. The workers claim the company's use of
banned pesticides on pineapple plantations in the northern coastal area has damaged their health.
Workers decided to sue following the death of a worker two weeks previously from a terminal
cancer believed to have been caused by job-related pesticide poisoning. According to AEH leader
Oscar Funes a resident of the Atlantic coastal town Porvenir , study results show that plantation
irrigation run-off has caused damage to the health of inhabitants in seven nearby villages. He
said the proscribed pesticides in the irrigation water have been particularly harmful to children,
many of whom are afflicted with a type of paralysis. The civil suit, handled by a group of Honduran
and US lawyers, will seek at least US$30,000 in compensation payments for each affected worker.
Standard Fruit has offered the workers US$4,000 each, in return for a promise to drop the suit. A
report issued by the Health Ministry's toxic materials control center said that Standard Fruit's use of
petrochemicals had severely contaminated the environment in the Atlantic region. The study cited,
among other examples, the death of 5,000 fish in the Juan Lopez estuary of Porvenir. Despite Health
Ministry reports on Standard Fruit's indiscriminate use of prohibited pesticides, the Honduran
government has refused to support the workers in their suit. Officials have said that Standard Fruit
generates "a lot of money for the country," and company actions do not merit strong sanctions, but
rather "recommendations" to correct possible problems. (Source: Inter Press Service, 07/06/92)
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